
COMING EVENTS

The Key
to greater Council unity.

COLUMBIAN CENTER

507.451.6103
KC LOUNGE

BAR BINGO
Every Tuesday in the
Lounge at 7:00 p.m.

Open: Mon-Sat 3:30-12:30
Happy hour Mon-Fri 4 - 6

Free Hors d’oeuvres during
Friday happy hour.

Member discount for Hall
rental.

820 Elm Avenue South
P.O. Box 623

Owatonna, MN 55060

Owatonna

Council 945

Officers Meeting - KC Hall,
First Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
General Meeting - KC Hall,

Second Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
Fourth Degree Meeting - KC Hall,

Fourth Thursday  6:30 p.m.

OFFICERS’ MEETING

Wednesday, July 30
KC Hall

Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

July 30 - Officer Meeting
   and Gambling Meeting
   KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.

August 4 - Building Meeting
   KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.

August 6 - General Meeting
   Picnic - Gainey Park
   Meal - 6:00 p.m.
   Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

August 12 - 17 - Steele County
   Free Fair
   Steele County Fairgrounds

August 17 - Knights of Columbus
   Day at the Dome

August 28 - Fourth Degree
   Social - 6:30 p.m.
   Meal - 7:00 p.m.
   Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

August 31 - KC Family Corporate
    Communion
    St. Joseph’s Church - 9:30 a.m.

September 14 - K of C Family Picnic
   Info coming in September Key
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

KC WEBSITE
visit our website

www.kofccouncil945.org

AUGUST
2008

SUMMER STEAK FRIES
Served in the Lounge

Friday, August 1, 8, and 22
Served from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Delicious marinated steaks or
windsor chop, served with salad, roll,

and baked potato.

GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, August 6,
Gainey Park

Meal - 6:00 p.m.
Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

Note that our August Council meeting will be held
August 6 at Gainey Park, located at the corner of
Selby and Lemond Road.
We will be treating the Tootsie Roll workers to a
meal, a preview of our Fair Stand menu. All members,
spouse/guest are invited to attend.
Checks will be presented to the Tootsie Roll Fund
Drive beneficiaries.
A short meeting will follow the meal.
We look forward to seeing you there!FOR GREAT FOOD AT THE FAIR

Steele County Free Fair
Aug 12 - 17

The KC Food Stand is located between
the Beer Garden and Fair Square.

“Downright Delicious Food”
YOUR CHOICE OF A

BRAT (REG, CHEDDAR, WILD RICE)
OR BRAT BURGER

“KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
FOOD STAND”

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
DAY AT THE DOME

Sunday, August 17
Twins vs. Seattle Mariners

Game - 1:10 p.m.
If interested in going, please contact

Dennis Kelm (507) 455-1916.

The Knights will be selling beer at the Steele
Co. Fair this year at the Grandstand events.
Wives, girlfriends, friends, etc. (21 and over)
are needed for this fun event.
Contact LaVerne Klecker at 451-4102 (home) or

456-6738 (cell) or
Joe Elbert at 455-1428 (home) if you can help.

HELP NEEDED
Grandstand Beer Sales

More info will follow
in the September Key.

St. Mary’s Home & School Association will be
running the bingo stand at the

Steele County Free Fair this year.
The bingo stand is located east of the

Four Seasons building.
Come and Play!

BINGO AT THE FAIR

Contact Keven Boettcher at 455-0664 if you
can help.

KC FAMILY
CORPORATE COMMUNION

Sunday, August 31  - 9:30 a.m.
at St. Joseph’s Church

All members and their families are
invited to attend this Mass.

K OF C
FAMILY PICNIC

Sunday, September 14



Grand Knight’s Message by Joe Elbert

Here we are at the end of July and summer is one third over and there
are just two months left. The steak fries have started at the Hall on
Friday evenings, and we had the KC Chorus perform at the Steele
County Historical Society Extravaganza. The Fourth Degree Honor
Guard helped celebrate Mass at the Litomysl Summer Festival, that
went well as usual. We have a few events in August to keep us on
the move. Beer sales at the Grandstand events at the Steele County
Fair on Tuesday and Friday events. Our fair stand will again this year
feature Bratwurst (Regular, Cheddar, or Wild Rice) and Brat Burgers.
On August 17, we have the Knights of Columbus Day at the Dome.
Minnesota will host Seattle, game time is at 1:10 p.m.
I would like to congratulate Jim Nelson on his appointment as Knight
of the Month. Jim is very active in the KC Chorus and many events
with the Knights of Columbus.
Council 945 has a few director and chairman positions open. These
are Advertising and Publicity, Family Director, and Historian.
Lastly, I would like to remind everyone that Madison Jeno,
granddaughter of Past Grand Knight Dave Jeno, could use a little
help in her difficult time. So if you could help, the Jeno family would
be grateful. One way you could help Maddie would be to supply
items for the Silent Auction or come to the Spaghetti Dinner on
Saturday, August 2, from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. at the KC Hall. Remember
Maddie in your prayers.
Vivat Jesus!

Please remember in your prayers and thoughts all of our sick
or injured members of the Knights of Columbus and their
families.  Let’s also offer up prayers for all deceased
members and their families.
The KCs’ prayers and good wishes go out to:

Pat Jirele, wife of Brother Knight Al Jirele, recovering from a neck
injury.
Brother Knight Glen Meger is recovering from knee surgery.
Brother Knight Eric Wandersee is recovering from a broken leg.
Suzanne Miedema, daughter of Brother Knight Carl Adams, coping
with some health issues.
Father James McCauley is recovering from a stroke.
Let us be united in prayer for those facing ongoing challenges...

  Aid & Assistance by Leola McNearney

      Jan Bates, Tim Beyer, Helen Chesney, Jack Dillemuth,
      Lois Doyle, Gene Gallea, Marge Gruzebeck, Helen Hafstad,
     Marcella Jeno, Erlis Kelzenberg, Renee Kern,
     Bernadine Klecker, Thomas Klecker, Marlys Knight,
     Mary Ann Lammers, Lillian Mamer, Vernon Meixner,
     Father Ed Mountain, Dorothy Mulert, Darlene Mumm
     Terry Nelson, Terry O’Brien, Karen Pirkl,
     Robert ‘Bob’ Rettenmaier, Sharon Rohwer, John Schmidt,
     Mary Ann Schwab, Delores Seykora, Sister Cecile,
     Howard Snyder, Jeneanne Snyder, Jerry Weber,
     Rownell Weber, Irene Wierzbinski, Jim Wierzbinski,
     and Jan Wolf.

IN MEMORY
Please remember in your prayers the following individuals and
their families:
Lois Ennis, wife of Brother Knight Stanley Ennis, passed away on
July 3.
Magdalene McCarthy, mother-in-law of Brother Knight Russ
Bowar and grandmother of Brother Knight Matthew Bowar, passed
away on July 12.
Ruth Pelinka, mother of the late Past Grand Knight Jerry Pelinka,
passed away.

Eucharistic Visitation and Adoration
Members of the Owatonna Knights of Columbus Council 945 and
their families are invited to visit Christ as an Adorer during
Eucharistic Adoration at St. Joseph’s Church.   They are especially in
need of Adorers between Midnight and 6 AM.  If you would like to
spend an hour a week with Christ, please call John Connor
at 455-1401.

Past Grand Knights Event for 2008
Owatonna Knights of Columbus will honor Past Grand Knights,
spouses, and widows of Past Grand Knights at a special Past Grand
Knight Event in September.
This complimentary event will take place at the Owatonna Knights
of Columbus Hall, Saturday, September 20, 2008. A social reception
will be held from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. with refreshments and snacks,
followed with a dinner and short program.
We look forward to once again gathering together to share our
stories, enjoy each other’s company, and celebrate our successes.
Co-Chairmen
George Zwack, PGK 1982-83
Gerald Gunderson, PGK 1987-88
John Kniefel, PGK 1986-87

This month’s column is for the baby boomers.  Do you know what is
sneaking up on you?
Retirement!
Ouch. I know.  It’s hard to believe isn’t it?  Seems like just yesterday…
But it’s coming - and coming fast. And that’s actually the good news.
Let me share with you some tidbits that may be of interest:
“The trend by companies to freeze or end their employee pension
plans may have a big impact on baby boomers now on the cusp of
retirement.
Boomers with pension plans have counted on monthly retirement
checks at the end of their career, but increasing numbers of employers
are ending their plans or halting future benefit accruals.  Those at
greatest risk include boomers in their late 40s and early 50s who are
still at least a decade from retirement but too old to save enough to
make up the difference in their pension benefits.
An August 2005 survey by PricewaterhouseCoopers showed that
nearly half of companies that expected to change their pension plans
in the next year were considering freezing benefits for all employees.
More than a third that offered pensions have already pared back these
benefits over the last three years.
“This will definitely be a problem for baby boomers,” says Karen
Friedman at the Pension Rights Center.  “You’ve been at a company
under the plan and worked for years with that expectation, and then
it’s taken away.”
Call me – let’s talk.
Aaron Jelinek, FIC, LUTCF   General Agent
507-281-2970    www.kofc.org

Benefits Corner by Aaron Jelinek

Membership by LaVerne Klecker

We appreciate all the efforts which have been made toward our
successful membership year. We are planning a Major Degree in
November. Please sign up any new members now.
Our Council’s goal is to achieve Star Council. To make Star Council,
our quota is 27 new members.
If you have any questions signing up a new member, please call me
at 451-4102.

Mark Beaupre Benefit
Mark Beaupre son of Brother Knight Ed and Barb Beaupre and
Nephew of Brother Knight Dennis Ringhofer was diagnosed with a
Cancerous brain tumor known as Medulloblastoma in October 2007 .
He has served as a police officer for twenty years in the Twin City
Metro area. He is a Husband and a father of two children. There will
be a benefit for Mark Sunday August 3rd at the Owatonna VFW 3pm
to 7 pm A delisous Roast Pork dinner will be served along with having
a bake sale and a silent auction. Advance tickets can be purchased at
Insty Prints, Hyvee, and Wells Federal Bank.



2008-09 COUNCIL OFFICERS

Chaplain: .......................................Rev. Ed McGrath
GRAND KNIGHT: ............. Joe Elbert - 455-1428
Deputy Grand Knight: ...................... Bill Lawrence
Chancellor: ..................................... Steve Dornquast
Warden: ..................................................... Tom Gebur
Advocate: ........................................... Ben Schneider
Inside Guard: ..................................... Pete Schneider
Outside Guard: ......................................... Tom Burke
Financial Secretary: ............. PGK Greg Salmonsen
Treasurer: ............................................. Tom Eichten
Recorder: .............................................. Scot Berkley
Trustee (3 year): ...............  PGK LaVerne Klecker
Trustee (2 year): ........................  PGK Brian Fisher
Trustee (1 year): ............................. PGK Al Nelson

DIRECTORS AND CHAIRMEN

Program Director: ............................. Bill Lawrence
Adv/Publicity Director: ................................... Open
Church Director: .............................. Pete Schneider
Community Director: .......................... Jim Gleason
Council Activity Director: ...... PGK Kevin Raney
Family Director: ............................................... Open
Health Director: ........................... Dr. Mark Nelson
Recruit Director: ............. PGK Mark Cunningham
Youth Director: ...................................... Will Pieper
Membership Director: .......PGK LaVerne Klecker
Aid & Assistance: ......................  Leola McNearney
Lecturer: ..................................... Mark Cunningham
Historian: ............................................................ Open
Retention Chairman: .........PGK LaVerne Klecker
KC Chorus Director ....................... Stephen Nelson
Building Comm Chairman: ................... Tom Elbert
Gambling Manager: ..................  PGK Tom Klecker
District Deputy: ............................... PGK Tim Rice
KC Hall Manager: ..........  PGK Mark Cunningham
Benefits Advisor: ................................ Aaron Jelinek

Council 945’s Knight of the Month for June is
Jim Nelson. The announcement was made at the regular
July Council meeting by Grand Knight Joe Elbert.
Jim was born in Luverne, Minnesota, and moved to
Owatonna when he was 4 years old. He joined the KCs
on May 4, 1998. When asked about his favorite KC
project, he mentioned that he really likes singing in the
KC Chorus. In addition, he also enjoys working on the
annual Tootsie Roll Drive.
He and his wife of 17 years, Michelle, are members of
Sacred Heart Parish. They have three children: Monica
who is 14, Toni is 12, and 8-year-old Josh. Michelle is
involved in the Scrip program at Sacred Heart and Toni
is an altar attendant.

Jim attended Macalester College where he studied geography and economics. He
works in quality control for I.F.P. (Innovative Food Processors).
When asked about his leisure time activities, Jim said he enjoys gardening and
watching his kids play in various sports. In addition, daughter Monica is a member of
the OHS Marching Band, which recently returned home from a tour of the East. The
Nelsons are big supporters of the marching band program.
Congratulations to our June Knight of the Month, Jim Nelson.

St. Michael’s Medal
Do you have a family member or friend serving in the military? Do you know that you can
request a St. Michael Medal for them from the State Chaplain? All you need to do is send
the name, rank, branch of the service, and address to Tim Rice, 835 Riverwood Place,
Owatonna, MN 55060. State Chaplain Fr. Ron Huberty will send them a St. Michael Medal
and holy card. The recipient doesn’t need to be a Knight. Please send in the names of your
military friends and relatives who would like to receive a medal.

                                                                      SpectSpectSpectSpectSpectacularacularacularacularacular
                           Extr                           Extr                           Extr                           Extr                           Extraaaaavvvvvaganzaganzaganzaganzaganza!a!a!a!a!

The performance by our Council 945 KC Chorus thrilled
a large crowd at the Steele County Historical Society
Extravaganza on Sunday, July 13, at the Village of
Yesteryear. It was a perfect day for 45 minutes of
patriotic and folk music by the Chorus. The crowd
enjoyed every song.

The Chorus will sing for the Steele County Free Fair
opening flag raising ceremony on Tuesday, August 12,
4:30 p.m. at Fair Square. They will also perform at the
Village of Yesteryear on Friday, August 15, at 6:30 p.m.
This is first-class entertainment - don’t miss it!

Chorus members performing here include: Don Boesen,
Sam Nelson, Joe Rose, Pat Rose, Lloyd Mans, Lee Staupe,
John Carlson, Matt Jessop, Pete Schneider, Tom Gebur,
Wayne Kubicek, Ludwig Wencl, Steve Dornquast, O.J. Havelka,
Mark Nelson, Director Stephen Nelson, and accompanist
Mona Rose.

The crowd showed their approval for the KC Chorus.
The Lion Sleeps Tonight is always a favorite.

Jim Nelson
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council No. 945
P.O. Box 945
Owatonna, MN  55060

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

KC Family Corporate Communion
Sunday, August 30 - 9:30 a.m.

St. Joseph Church
Breakfast at KC Hall after Mass.

KC Food Stand
August 12 - 17

Steele County Free Fair
See you at the Fair!!!


