
COMING EVENTS

The Key
to greater Council unity.

COLUMBIAN CENTER

507.451.6103
KC LOUNGE

BAR BINGO
Every Tuesday in the
Lounge at 7:00 p.m.

Open: Mon-Sat 3:30-12:30
Happy hour Mon-Fri 4 - 6

Free Hors d’oeuvres during
Friday happy hour.

Member discount for Hall
rental.

820 Elm Avenue South
P.O. Box 623

Owatonna, MN 55060

Owatonna

Council 945

Officers Meeting - KC Hall,
First Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
General Meeting - KC Hall,

Second Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
Fourth Degree Meeting - KC Hall,

Fourth Thursday  6:30 p.m.

OFFICERS’ MEETING

Wednesday, May 7
KC Hall

Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

GENERAL MEETING

May 7 - Officer Meeting
   and Gambling Meeting
   KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.
May 12 - Building Meeting
   KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.
May 14 - General Meeting
   Program - 7:30 p.m.
   Meeting - 8:00 p.m.
May 16, 17, & 18 -
   KC State Convention
   Willmar, MN
May 21 - Altar Attendants’ Party
   South Park Lanes
  4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
May 22 - Fourth Degree Meeting
   Social - 6:30 p.m.
   Meal - 7:00 p.m.
   Meeting - 7:30 p.m.
May 30, 31, and June 1 - Owatonna
    Spring Into Summer Fest
   Steele County Fairgrounds
   Owatonna, MN
June 21 - Awards Banquet
   & Installation
   Installation - 6:00 p.m.
   Social - 7:00 p.m.
   Dinner & Awards - 7:30 p.m.
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

Wednesday, May 14
Program - 7:30 p.m.

General Meeting - 8:00 p.m.

KC WEBSITE
visit our website

www.kofccouncil945.org

MAY
2008

Friday, May 30 - 8:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Tim Sigler and the Lucky Town Band

Saturday, May 31 - 8:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Dazy Head Mazy

Sunday, June 1 - 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Benefit Breakfast

We need your help, call
Al Nelson at 451-0577

LaVerne Klecker at 451-4102
Joe Elbert at 455-1428

Car Display
Garden Tractor Pull
Fun Carnival Rides

Great Music

May 30, 31, and June 1, 2008
Steele County Fairgrounds

Spring
into

Summer Fest

Smokin’ In Steele
Barbeque Contest

See insert inside Key for details and
times of events.

SPRING BURGER BASKETS
Friday, May 2 and May 9

Serving Burger Baskets in the Lounge
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Baskets include burger, coleslaw,
fries or onion rings

$5.00 plus tax.

We need your help - I-35 clean-up project
Thursday, May 8, 2008, 5:00 pm.

Call Jim Gleason at 451-8473 to sign up.
Meet in the parking lot at

151 Park Drive (First Supply).
Refreshments at the Hall, after the clean-up.

I-35 CLEAN-UP

Wednesday, May 21, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
South Park Lanes

Bowling, Food, Pop, & Fun

ALTAR ATTENDANTS’ PARTY

May 16, 17, 18, 2008
Holiday Inn Convention Center

Willmar, MN

KC STATE CONVENTION

FALL FISHING TRIP
Make plans now for the annual KC Fall Fishing trip,
Sept 27 – Oct 1. We have reservations at the
Williams Narrows Resort on Cut Foot Sioux. We
have a few spots open and would be glad to have
you come along. The resort has beautiful
accommodations on a wonderful lake full of fish and
the scenery is absolutely gorgeous that time of year.
If interested, call Jerry Kent (451-7493) or Walt
Spindler (451-7613).

WILLIAM WARNER SCHOLARSHIP
 AVAILABLE

Application forms are now available at all
Steele County High School Career Centers.
Applications must be submitted by May 15 to:
Knights of Columbus, P.O. Box 945,
Owatonna, MN 55060.

AWARDS BANQUET
&  INSTALLATION

Saturday, June 21
Installation - 6:00 p.m.

Social - 7:00 p.m.
Dinner & Awards - 7:30 p.m.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
The Fourth Degree Honor Guard and the KC
Chorus will participate in the Memorial Day Parade
on Monday, May 26 at 9:30 a.m. We will meet in
the St. Joseph’s Church parking lot prior to the
parade.



Grand Knight’s Message by Al Nelson

Spring is finally here. Speaking of Spring, our Spring Into Summer
Fest/Smokin’ In Steele will be here in a month.  We are looking for
Knights to help during that time frame. I will be calling Knights to
help, so to make it easier for us, please call me on what projects you
would like to help.
Thanks to Pete Schneider for the great job on the Divine Mercy
Sunday observance. The Tootsie Roll program was in full swing.
Thanks to all the helpers and the co-captains, Terry Kuck and Tom
Burke at Hy-Vee, Brent McCulloch and Tim Chicos at Cashwise, Mark
Kearin, Dave Wunderlich, and Brian Carlson at Cabelas, and Steve
Graff and Jim Kaplan at Wal Mart.  A big thank you to Keven
Boettcher for helping coordinate the event. My cell number is (507)
456-4635 or my home at 451-0577.

Please remember in your prayers and thoughts all of our
sick or injured members of the Knights of Columbus and
their families.  Let’s also offer up prayers for all deceased
members and their families.
The KCs’ prayers and good wishes go out to:

Brother Knight Thomas Klecker suffered a heart attack.
Helen Chesney, widow of Brother Knight James Chesney,
recovering from health problems.
Brother Knight Robert ‘Bob’ Rettenmeier is recovering at the Good
Samaritan Center in Albert Lea, MN.
Brother Knight Rownell Weber who is coping with serious health
problems.
Brother Knight Vernon Meixner is having open heart surgery at
St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester.
Let us be united in prayer for those facing ongoing challenges...

  Aid & Assistance by Leola McNearney

      Jan Bates, Tim Beyer, Jack Dillemuth, Lois Doyle,
      Gene Gallea, Marge Gruzebeck, Helen Hafstad,
      Marcella Jeno, Erlis Kelzenberg, Renee Kern,
      Bernadine Klecker, Marlys Knight, Mary Ann Lammers,
      Lillian Mamer, Father Ed Mountain, Jack Mracek,
      Dorothy Mulert, Terry Nelson, Terry O’Brien, Karen Pirkl,
      Robert ‘Bob’ Rettenmaier, Sharon Rohwer, John Schmidt,
      Mary Ann Schwab, Delores Seykora, Howard Snyder,
      Jeneanne Snyder, Jerry Weber, Jim Wierzbinski,
      and Jan Wolf.

IN MEMORY
Please remember in your prayers the following individuals and
their families:
Brother Knight Jerome Seykora, father-in-law of Brother Knight
Tom Kubista and brother of Brother Knight Albert Seykora, passed
away on March 27.
Charles Johnson, father-in-law of Brother Knight Steve Nelson and
grandfather of Brother Knight Sam Nelson, passed away on
March 29.
Charles Butler, father-in-law of Brother Knight Steven Dornquast,
passed away on March 29.
Deane Hassig, father-in-law of Brother Knight Ron Wolf, passed
away on April 3.
Vera Hrdlicka, mother-in-law of  Brother Knight Dick Dillemuth,
passed away on April 18.
If anyone knows of a Brother Knight who is sick or injured,
please call Leola McNearney at 451-6648.

Eucharistic Visitation and Adoration
As part of their Pastoral Plan, St. Joseph Parish Community has
begun a project to eventually make Eucharistic Visitation and
Adoration available to all, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a
week. However, for their beginning efforts, they will initially have
Continuous Adoration from Monday at 8:00 a.m. through Saturday at
7:00 a.m.  They invite members of Owatonna Council 945 to join them
as a visitor to Christ in the Eucharist whenever you can, or as an
Adorer who has signed up to spend the weekly hour you designate
praying before the Eucharist.  They are especially in need of Adorers
between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m., and they are hoping
that the members of Council 945 could help with these times.  If you
can help by signing up for one of these hours one day a week,
please contact John Connor at 455-1401.

Benefits Corner by Aaron Jelinek

Sometimes it is easy to overlook the simplest of things.
Take the beneficiaries on your life insurance policies.  If your policy
was applied for and issued several years ago, it could very well be
that the beneficiary originally designated to receive the proceeds
from that policy needs to be updated.  If you bought the policy when
you were single, for example, you may have named your parents as
beneficiaries.  If you have since been married, that could be updated
to reflect your spouse, and even your children.
Most people list a primary beneficiary – that person is specifically
designated as the first in priority to receive policy proceeds.  We also
encourage the naming of a contingent beneficiary – an alternate
person designated to receive policy proceeds, usually in the event
that the original beneficiary pre-deceases the insured.
I routinely call all of our policyholders for annual review
appointments, usually near the anniversary date of your policy – the
date it was originally issued.  One of the matters that I’ll discuss
during this review is the status of your beneficiary designations.  If
they need updating, and they often do, I can complete the paperwork
during that appointment.
I look forward to meeting with each of you.
Aaron Jelinek, FIC, LUTCF, General Agent
PH: 507-281-2970   www.kofc.org

Homily at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on April 19, cites his “vision and zeal” 

During his homily at the Mass for Clergy and Religious at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, Pope Benedict XVI made special mention of “the
remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary American priest, the
Venerable Michael McGivney, whose vision and zeal led to the
establishment of the Knights of Columbus.”  McGivney’s cause for
sainthood is being considered at the Vatican, and the Pope declared
him a venerable servant of God in mid-March.
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson made the following statement
regarding the Pope’s remarks:
 “Pope Benedict reminded America’s clergy that the ‘secret of the
impressive growth of the Church’ in the U.S. was a ‘unity of vision
and purpose - rooted in faith and a spirit of constant conversion and
self-sacrifice,’ and held up as a prime example our founder,
Fr. Michael McGivney.
 “The Pope’s selection of Fr. McGivney as a role model for today’s
priests and religious is very important for us.  Thousands of priests
are among the 1.7 million members of the Knights of Columbus,
including Cardinal Egan and hundreds of others in the Archdiocese
of New York.  Each and every day, all of us in the Knights of
Columbus look to Fr. McGivney’s vision and example as a guide to
our work of charity and evangelization.  At a time when our priests are
in need of our support more than ever, the Pope’s promotion of Fr.
McGivney as a role model for clergy everywhere is both timely and
enormously appreciated.  We pledge our fervent support for his call
to revitalize and renew the Catholic Church here and around the
world.”

Pope praises Fr. McGivney as an “exemplary American priest” 



The Steele County Fairgrounds
Owatonna, MN

May 30,  31, and June 1, 2008

Friday, May 30
Smokin’ In Steele

Kansas City Barbeque Society (KCBS)
Sanctioned Barbeque Contest

Start at 5:00 p.m.
*******

Tim Sigler and the Lucky Town Band
Beer Garden

8:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
(Must be 21)

**************
Carnival

Sunday, June 1
KC Delicious Breakfast

8:00 am to 12:00 pm
**************

Carnival

We need volunteer help for all of the different activities to make the Spring Into Summer Fest a
HUGE success.  Please volunteer to help. If you are contacted to help, please say “YES.”  If
you do want to volunteer, please contact LaVerne Klecker at (507) 451-4102, Al Nelson (507)
451-0577, or Joe Elbert at (507) 455-1428.

Saturday, May 31
Smokin’ In Steele
KCBS Sanctioned
Barbeque Contest

Awards - 4:00 p.m.
*******

Local Bands
12:00 - 5:00 p.m.

*******
Garden Tractor Pull

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
*******
Carnival

**************
Car Display

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
**************

Dazy Head Mazy Band
Beer Garden

8:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
(Must be 21)

New this year >

State
Championship

Barbeque
Contest as
proclaimed
by Gov. Tim

Pawlenty

OWATONNA SPRING INTO
SUMMER FEST

Coordinated by the Knights of Columbus Owatonna Council 945



2007-08 COUNCIL OFFICERS

Chaplain: .......................................Rev. Ed McGrath
GRAND KNIGHT: .............. Al Nelson - 451-0577
Deputy Grand Knight: ............................. Joe Elbert
Chancellor: .......................................... Bill Lawrence
Advocate: ....................................... Steve Dornquast
Warden: ............................................................... Open
Inside Guard: ..................................... Pete Schneider
Outside Guard: ......................................... Tom Burke
Financial Secretary: ............. PGK Greg Salmonsen
Treasurer: ............................................. Tom Eichten
Recorder: .............................................. Scot Berkley
Trustee (3 year): ...........................  PGK Dave Jeno
Trustee (2 year): ...............  PGK LaVerne Klecker
Trustee (1 year): ......................... PGK Brian Fisher

DIRECTORS AND CHAIRMEN

Program Director: .................................... Joe Elbert
Adv/Publicity Director: ................................... Open
Church Director: .............................. Pete Schneider
Community Director: .......................... Jim Gleason
Council Activity Director: ...... PGK Kevin Raney
Family Director: ............................................... Open
Health Director: ........................... Dr. Mark Nelson
Recruit Director: ............. PGK Mark Cunningham
Youth Director: ...................................... Will Pieper
Membership Director: .......PGK LaVerne Klecker
Aid & Assistance: ......................  Leola McNearney
Lecturer: ..................................... Mark Cunningham
Historian: ............................................................ Open
Retention Chairman: .........PGK LaVerne Klecker
KC Chorus Director ....................... Stephen Nelson
Building Comm Chairman: ................... Tom Elbert
Gambling Manager: ..................  PGK Tom Klecker
District Deputy: ............................... PGK Tim Rice
KC Hall Manager: ..........  PGK Mark Cunningham
Benefits Advisor: ................................ Aaron Jelinek

Council 945’s Knight of the Month for March is
John Connor. The announcement was made at the
regular April Council meeting by Grand Knight
Al Nelson.
John, a native of St. Peter, Minnesota, joined the
KCs on March 17, 1991. When asked about his
favorite KC project, he was quick to mention
participating in the Deceased Members’ Memorial
Mass. He went on to add that he likes helping with
the annual Tootsie Roll drive too.
He and his wife Lori will celebrate their 30th wedding
anniversary in August. The Connors are members of
St. Joseph’s Parish and they have two children:
Katie lives in Osseo and is a social worker with
Sherburne County, while Adam lives in Tracy and is
a deputy sheriff with Lyon County. Both of them are
engaged to be married. John serves as a lector at St.
Joseph’s and both he and Lori are Perpetual
Adoration hour coordinators. Lori also served on

the Parish Council and is a first grade teacher at St. Mary’s School.
John graduated from St. John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota where he majored
in speech with emphasis on radio and television.  He also did course work at St. Cloud
State University.
He is presently employed by KRFO Radio where he is the General Sales Manager. He
has worked for KRFO for 29 years.
When asked about his leisure time activities, he said he likes pretty much all sports, but
in particular baseball, football, and basketball. He enjoys listening to the games and also
participates on the KC volleyball team, which is sponsored by the Columbian Center.
Congratulations to our March Knight of the Month, John Connor.

Membership by LaVerne Klecker

We appreciate all the efforts which have been made toward
our successful membership year. We are planning a summer
exemplification to accomodate the schedules of college
students home for the summer. If your son will be home for
the summer, please invite him to join the Knights of
Columbus.
Also, we are interested in asking former members to rejoin our
Council. This process is very easy to complete. If you have a
relative or friend who is a former member, show him your copy
of The Key and explain all that is happening in your Council.
Please call me anytime to discuss either of these items
at 451-4102.

KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

DAY AT THE DOME
Sunday, August 17

Twins vs. Seattle Mariners
Game - 1:10 p.m.

Keven Boettcher Tom Burke & son Tyler Brian Carlson
Tim Chicos Steve Dornquast Bill Foreman
Steve Fisher Roger Green Ron Heim
Dennis Kelm LaVerne Klecker Doug Kloos
Terry Kuck Brent McCulloch Al Nelson
Doug Phillips Mark Phillips Will Pieper
Dave Pfiefer Frank Schiller B.J. Schneider
Pete Schneider Lavern Soukup Eric Wandersee
Dave Wunderlich & daughters Savannah and Bria

Thanks to the Saturday prep team:
Gerry Barry Frank Conley Bob Grebe
John Henry Tom Kingsley Bob McDermott
John Oberstein Al Jirele LaVerne Klecker
Al Nelson Tom Knight Lyle Snider
Ray Willmott Ron Wolf

We have many workers, so if we missed anyone, please accept our
apologies.
There will be quite a change of scenery for our next breakfast on
June 1.  You will find great food at the Beer Garden as part of the
Summerfest event. Mark your calendar today! Your participation is
important.

Strong Advance Ticket Sales Boosts
Serra Club Breakfast Attendance

The Serra Club breakfast on April 6 at St. Mary’s School was given a good
attendance boost by a well-run advance ticket sales program.  Tom
Kingsley, past president of the Serra Club, was the ticket sales chairman.
With good support from all Serra Club members, Dick Thamert and Mary
Mamer were the sales leaders. The advance sales and support from our
regular breakfast patrons raised nearly $900 for the Serra Club. In addition,
the Serra Club had an excellent information display and material hand-out
available at the breakfast.
These are the Brother Knights who are part of our excellent Sunday
Breakfast Team. Many of these Knights are regular workers at every
breakfast.

John Connor

  OAK Hours Needed!
This is a request to all members who worked on Council projects
this year in which project sheets were not available. We need
your hours for the Owatonna Active Knight (OAK) award
program. If you have worked on such projects, please contact
Joe Elbert by May 15 with your hours so you can receive proper
recognition for your work.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council No. 945
P.O. Box 945
Owatonna, MN  55060

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Spring Into Summer Fest
May 30, 31, and June 1, 2008
Steele County Fairgrounds

KC State Convention
May 16, 17, and 18, 2008

Holiday Inn Convention Center
Willmar, MN


