
COMING EVENTS

The Key
to greater Council unity.

COLUMBIAN CENTER

507.451.6103
KC LOUNGE

BAR BINGO
Every Tuesday in the
Lounge at 7:00 p.m.

Open: Mon-Sat 3:30-12:30
Happy hour Mon-Fri 4 - 6

Free Hors d’oeuvres during
Friday happy hour.

Member discount for Hall
rental.

820 Elm Avenue South
P.O. Box 623

Owatonna, MN 55060

Owatonna

Council 945

Officers Meeting - KC Hall,
First Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
General Meeting - KC Hall,

Second Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
Fourth Degree Meeting - KC Hall,

Fourth Thursday  6:30 p.m.

OFFICERS’ MEETING

Wednesday, November 5
KC Hall

Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

November 5- Officers’ Meeting
   and Gambling Meeting
   KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.
November 10 - Building Meeting
   KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.

November 11 - KC Memorial Mass
  Sacred Heart Church
  6:30 p.m. - Rosary
  7:00 p.m. - Mass

November 12- General Meeting
   Program  - 7:30 p.m.
   Meeting - 8:00 p.m.

November 15  - Major Degree
   KC Hall

November 16 - Benefit Breakfast
  for St. Mary’s Home
 and School Assoc.
  8:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
  St. Mary’s School

 November 20  - Fourth Degree
   Glen Meger’s home - 6:30 p.m.
 November 30 - KC Family
  Corporate Communion
  Sacred Heart Church - 9:00 a.m.
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

KC WEBSITE
visit our website

www.kofccouncil945.org

NOVEMBER
2008

GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, November 12
KC Hall

Program - 7:30 p.m.
The speaker for our meeting will be

Geri Maki with the
Minnesota Department of Health

General Meeting - 8:00 p.m.
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Saturday, November 15
KC Hall - 10:00 a.m. 1st Degree

                 12:00 p.m. 2nd Degree
                 3rd Degree to follow
ASK A FRIEND TO JOIN!

November 16, 2008 St. Mary’s Home and School Association
December 14, 2008 Knights of Columbus Charitable Activities – Breakfast with Santa
January 11, 2009 St. Mary’s Religious Education Program
February 8, 2009 Exchange Club Center for Family Unity
March 8, 2009 St. Mary’s Music Boosters
April 5, 2009                                 Serra Club

Knights of Columbus - Benefit Breakfast Schedule - 2008-09

BENEFIT BREAKFAST
for

St. Mary’s
Home and School Assoc.

Sunday, November 16
8:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
at St. Mary’s School

Delicious food served hot
from the grill to your table!

Pancakes, French toast,
fried or scrambled eggs, ham or sausage,

hashbrown potatoes, milk, and coffee
$5.50 - Presale     $6.00 at the door

Children free age 5 and under
Everyone welcome.

KC FAMILY
CORPORATE COMMUNION

Sunday, November 30  - 9:00 a.m.
at Sacred Heart Church

All members and their families are
invited to attend this Mass.

KC Memorial Mass
In Memory of:

Ed Belina, Neal Phillips, Larry Sedivy,
Jerome Seykora

All Brother Knights and families are
encouraged to attend.
Sacred Heart Church

Tuesday, November 11
6:30 p.m. - Rosary       7:00 p.m. - Mass

I-35 CORRECTION
Thanks to Owatonna Bus Company for the use of
their van.
Jim Gleason, Community Director

FISH ‘N’ CHIPS AND
BURGER BASKET NITE

Friday, November 28
Served in the KC Lounge

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

KIDS’ HALLOWEEN PARTY
Friday, Oct. 31, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. Mary’s School
Lots of Fun, Games, Candy, Food.

Please bring an item for the Food Shelf.
Sponsored by: CashWise, McDonalds,

The Knights of Columbus, KRFO, & HyVee



Grand Knight’s Message by Joe Elbert

Eucharistic Visitation and Adoration
Members of the Owatonna Knights of Columbus Council 945 and
their families are invited to visit Christ as an Adorer during
Eucharistic Adoration at St. Joseph’s Church.   They are especially in
need of Adorers between Midnight and 6 AM.  If you would like to
spend an hour a week with Christ, please call Brother Knight John
Connor at 455-1401.

Greetings Brother Knights
I just returned from our annual family Fall color trip. This year we
drove to the Rushford, Lanesboro area. I am in awe at the beauty
that God has provided for us if we just take some time to admire.
We have a Major Degree in less than a month, November 15 to be
exact, on Saturday at 10:00 a.m. There are new exemplification forms
that we are to use and if you check with Mark at the Club he has
them on hand. New members are the life blood of a Council and one
of its great strengths.
On November 11, at Sacred Heart, we have the Memorial Mass for
our members who have left us to join God. This Mass and Memorial
Service is always  one of the yearly events that is very special to me.
Participating in the Mass is my chance to say ‘Thank You’ and ‘you
will never be missed’ to all of our members and family.
Finally, I would personally like to thank anyone and everyone who
has helped with any K of C project. Your time and effort helps many
people locally and throughout this great Country of ours. On
November 4, you can make your choice for the leader of our Country
and the people who make our laws. This day is something that our
family and friends have given to us through great effort. Remember
to vote.

As the economic crisis continues to deepen, it might seem counter
intuitive, but this is a good time for spiritual growth. Losing worldly
wealth can focus our attention on heavenly treasure and provide
opportunities to see the grace of God active in ways we had not
suspected when the blessing of security and comfort may have left
us somewhat numb to the things that really matter.
Lest our Lord be interpreted as not caring about economic distress,
it seems to me He had a very practical and real sense about
investment and return with interest, the value of money, and the
value of work, all within the context of the ultimate value of the love
of God and the love of neighbor. Check out the parables of the
kingdom.
Among the opportunities that the present times give us is the
opportunity to confront fears. Fretting, worry, and worldly anxiety
are not virtues the Lord asks us to cultivate. Do not fear, the Lord
says, as the Father has seen fit to give the Kingdom of Heaven.
Have no anxiety about tomorrow, today has enough troubles. And
let us not be anxious about what we are to wear or eat, as the Lord
will provide.
So we ask for what we seek in prayer, simply, our daily bread. In
other words, all that we need to sustain physical life so we may
obtain what we really need, that is eternal life. We abandon our
selves to Divine Providence, for God knows what we really need
even before we ask Him.
Faith and fraternalism are virtues cultivated in the Knights of
Columbus. We have faith that God will indeed provide. We have
faith enough to know that God provides through the community of
faith. In this present time of economic insecurity, war, and all kinds
of fearful challenges, we can grow spiritually and fraternally. We ask
God simply for what we need, and we ask each other for wise and
prudent counsel and fraternal help as we move forward into a future
that God has revealed in our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Membership by LaVerne Klecker

Major Degree Scheduled for
Saturday, November 15

Our major degree date is November 15, 2008, at the K of C Hall.  We
need the help of our entire membership to make this a successful
exemplification.  Now is the time to make contact with your
prospective member. If you need any material or help in signing up a
member, just give me a call 451-4102.  The publication rack at the
club also has Form 100s and information brochures. New members
are important to our Council.  Our Council has accomplished a great
deal, but with new talent and renewed energy we can do more.
Don’t wait any longer, call and visit your prospective member today.
Explain our Council’s accomplishments and invite them to join us.
They will thank you. All first degree members, this would be a good
opportunity to go thru the second and third degrees.

  Aid & Assistance by Greg Nelson

      Jan Bates, Jack Dillemuth, Lois Doyle, Mary Floersch,
      Gene Gallea, Marge Gruzebeck, Helen Hafstad,
      Erlis Kelzenberg, Renee Kern, Thomas Klecker,
      Marlys Knight, Mary Ann Lammers, Lilliam Mamer,
      Vernon Meixner, Suzanne Miedema, Father Ed Mountain,
      Dorothy Mulert, Terry Nelson, Terry O’Brien,
      Karen Pirkl, Robert ‘Bob’ Rettenmaier, Sharon Rohwer,
      John Schmidt, Mary Ann Schwab, Howard Snyder,
      Jeneanne Snyder, Jerry Weber, Rownell Weber,
      and Irene Wierzbinski.

IN MEMORY
Please remember in your prayers the following individuals and
their families:
Brother Knight Neal Phillips, father of Brother Knights Mark and
Doug Phillips, and brother of Brother Knight Eldred Phillips passed
away on October 7.
Bernadine Klecker, mother of Brother Knights Tom and LaVerne
Klecker passed away on October 23.
If anyone knows of a Brother Knight who is sick or injured,
please call Greg Nelson at  451-3976.

Please remember in your prayers and thoughts all of our
sick or injured members of the Knights of Columbus and
their families.  Let’s also offer up prayers for all deceased
members and their families.
The KCs’ prayers and good wishes go out to:

Becky Walsh, wife of Brother Knight Dan Walsh is recovering from a
broken ankle.
Rose Hoffman, widow of Brother Knight Ray Hoffman is recovering
from cataract surgery.
Brother Knight Bob McDermott is recovering from a fall.
Let us be united in prayer for those facing ongoing challenges...

Monday Night Football Challenge
Every Monday starting Sept. 15 thru Dec. 22,

weekly winners receive a
large Heggies pizza and a bucket of  beer.

Year-end winners receive: 1st Place - $100, 2nd Place - $50,
& 3rd Place - $25

Serving “Build Your Own Tacos”
Happy hour prices and free peanuts during game.

Chaplain’s Message by Rev. Edward McGrath



Owatonna Council 945 recently presented Bibles to all fourth grade students at St. Mary’s School and St. Isidore’s
School of Litomysl. In addition students in the Religious Education Program at both schools received Bibles. The Bibles
were presented by Grand Knight Joe Elbert, District Deputy Tim Rice, and Deputy Grand Knight Bill Lawrence. As a
part of the presentation, students were given a brief history of the Knights of Columbus and an explanation of the
regalia worn by Fourth Degree Knights.

Grand Knight Joe Elbert had this to say about the presentation, “This is a long standing project of Council 945. We feel
it is important for students to have their own Bible at this stage in their religious education.”

Council 945 Holds Bible Presentation

Faithful Navigator Paul Schneider (left) and Honor Guard
Commander Pete Schneider (right) present the Top Sword
Award to Grand Knight Joe Elbert.

Elbert is Top Sword
Grand Knight Joe Elbert was the Top Sword recipient for the 2007 – 2008
honor guard year for the Msgr. Henry Speck Assembly, Fourth Degree
Knights of Columbus. Joe participated in eleven of fourteen events. In
these fourteen events, 20 different Sir Knights participated. Honor guard
members were treated to a picnic at Gainey Park on September 16, where
they enjoyed Windsor cut pork chops with baked potatoes.

In presenting this year’s award, a book titled History of the Fourth
Degree, Faithful Navigator Paul Schneider commented, “This is really not
a competition, rather it is an opportunity to recognize and thank everyone
who participates in our honor guard, whether it is one time or eleven like
Joe. We are the visible arm of the KCs and it is important that we have

dedicated honor guard members who respond when they are called.”

Congratulations Joe!



2008-09 COUNCIL OFFICERS

Chaplain: .......................................Rev. Ed McGrath
GRAND KNIGHT: ............. Joe Elbert - 455-1428
Deputy Grand Knight: ...................... Bill Lawrence
Chancellor: ..................................... Steve Dornquast
Warden: ..................................................... Tom Gebur
Advocate: ........................................... Ben Schneider
Inside Guard: ..................................... Pete Schneider
Outside Guard: ......................................... Tom Burke
Financial Secretary: ............. PGK Greg Salmonsen
Treasurer: ............................................. Tom Eichten
Recorder: .............................................. Scot Berkley
Trustee (3 year): ...............  PGK LaVerne Klecker
Trustee (2 year): ........................  PGK Brian Fisher
Trustee (1 year): ............................. PGK Al Nelson

DIRECTORS AND CHAIRMEN

Program Director: ............................. Bill Lawrence
Adv/Publicity Director: ................................... Open
Church Director: .............................. Pete Schneider
Community Director: .......................... Jim Gleason
Council Activity Director: ...... PGK Kevin Raney
Family Director: ............................................... Open
Health Director: ........................... Dr. Mark Nelson
Recruit Director: ............. PGK Mark Cunningham
Youth Director: ...................................... Will Pieper
Membership Director: .......PGK LaVerne Klecker
Aid & Assistance: ................................  Greg Nelson
Lecturer: ..................................... Mark Cunningham
Historian: ............................................................ Open
Retention Chairman: .........PGK LaVerne Klecker
KC Chorus Director .......................Stephen Nelson
Building Comm Chairman: ................... Tom Elbert
Gambling Manager: ..................  PGK Tom Klecker
District Deputy: ............................... PGK Tim Rice
KC Hall Manager: ..........  PGK Mark Cunningham
Benefits Advisor: ................................ Aaron Jelinek

Council 945’s Knight of the Month for September is
Greg Nelson. The announcement was made at the regular
October Council meeting by Grand Knight, Joe Elbert.
Greg, a native of Fairmont, Minnesota, joined the KCs on
November 23, 1997. He became a Fourth Degree member of
the Msgr. Henry Speck Assembly on April 19, 2008. He is
presently serving as the Aid & Assistance Director for both
the Third and Fourth Degrees. When asked about his
favorite KC project, Greg was quick to respond, the annual
Tootsie Roll Drive.
Greg and his wife of 14 years, Cathy, are members of St.
Joseph’s Parish. He previously served on the Parish
Council and sang in the St. Joseph’s adult choir under the
direction of Bev Cashman. The Nelsons have four children
and one granddaughter: John and wife Pam, along with

daughter Olivia, reside in Rhinelander, Wisconsin. Aimee makes her home in
Minneapolis, while Andrea lives in Maplewood, Minnesota. Son Douglas is serving in
the United States Air Force and is stationed in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Greg attended school at Minnesota State University, Mankato where he studied
Business. He is employed by the Steele County Assessor’s Office and works as a
property appraiser.
When asked about his leisure time activities, Greg mentioned that he enjoys following
the Twins and the Vikings. In addition, he and Cathy enjoy trips to the Black Hills of
South Dakota. This is an excellent place for them to enjoy watching wildlife and the
many species of birds found there. In fact, the Nelsons have twice attended the annual
Buffalo Round Up which is held each year in September at Custer State Park.
Another Black Hills event in which they have participated is the Crazy Horse Volksmarch
(Scandinavian for long walk). This 6.2 mile woodlands ramble takes hikers to the world’s
largest mountain carving in progress. This annual event draws up to 15,000 participants.
Their turn-around point is on the outstretched arm directly in front of the carved face of
Crazy Horse. Greg describes it as a truly memorable experience.
Congratulations to our September Knight of the Month, Greg Nelson.

Council 945 Chorus brightened the afternoon for
residents at Park Place, Infinia, and Countryside on
September 21 with a musical program. Director Stephen
Nelson commented, “We always remember to visit
nursing home residents during the Christmas season,
so we thought it would be a good idea to visit this time
of year.”
Participating Chorus members pictured here
are, left to right: Director Stephen Nelson,
O.J. Havelka, Matt Jessop, Ludwig Wencl, Tom Gebur,
Mark Nelson, LaVerne Klecker, Lloyd Manns, Chuck
Walerius, Pete Schneider, Don Boesen, Lee Staupe, and
Dan Walsh.

Nursing homes residents
enjoy music by KC Chorus “Excellent - Thank u so much....”

This is just one of the many written comments we received about our new
breakfast menu and table service. Others wote,

“Great Meal”
“Thank You!! Ordering at the table is a great idea.

Much easier for families.”
“Good Idea, Good Service, Good Food, Thanks!”

“The best meal I’ve ever had here - ham was delicious.”
“I like the pretty table settings.”

“The food was awesome.”
“We like the ordering system.”

Thanks to the Brother Knights who made this possible for the Owatonna
Area Special Olympics breakfast on Sunday, October 12, at St. Mary’s School.
They are: Eric Wandersee, Dave Wunderlich, Lavern Soukup, Eric Tucker,
Will Pieper & Family, Dave Pfeifer, Al Nelson, Doug Kloos, Dennis Kelm,
Mark Kearin & Sons, Terry Kuck, LaVerne Klecker, Ron Heim, Steve Fisher,
Joe Elbert, Steve Dornquast, Frank Conley, Brian Carlson, Tim Chicos, and
Tom Burke.
The Saturday prep team included:  Ron Wolf, Lyle Snider, Al Nelson,
 John Oberstein, Tom Knight, Tom Kingsley, LaVerne Klecker,
Joe Elbert, Frank Conley, and Gerry Barry.
The breakfast raised $750.00 for Special Olympics.
Make plans now for the next breakfast on November 16 for St.Mary’s Home &
School Association. You’ll enjoy the new menu. Just come in, sit-down at a
table, (no more standing in line!) order your breakfast, and have your food
served hot to your table!

Greg Nelson
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council No. 945
P.O. Box 945
Owatonna, MN  55060

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

KC Family Corporate Communion
Sunday, November 30

 Sacred Heart Church - 9:00 a.m.

Benefit Breakfast
for St. Mary’s Home and School Assoc.
November 16    8:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

St. Mary’s School


