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CoLuMBIAN CENTER

820 Elm Avenue South
P.O. Box 623
Owatonna, MN 55060

507.451.6103

KC LOUNGE
Open: Mon-Sat 3:30-12:30
Happy hour Mon-Fri 4 - 6

Free Hors d’oeuvres during
Friday happy hour.
Member discount for Hall
rental.

BAR BINGO

Every Tuesday in the
Lounge at 7:00 p.m.

COMING EVENTS

Orricers® MEETING

GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, May 6
KC Hall
Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

CounciL MEETINGS
Officers Meeting - KC Hall,
First Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
General Meeting - KC Hall,

Second Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

Fourth Degree Meeting - KC Hall,

Fourth Thursday 6:30 p.m.

KC FamiLy
CorRPORATE COMMUNION
Sunday, May 31 - 9:00 a.m.
at Sacred Heart Church

All members and their families are
invited to attend this Mass.
Pancake breakfast at Steele County Fairgrounds
in the Beer Garden.

Wednesday, May 13
Program - 7:30 p.m.
Program will be Grandparents for Education
General Meeting - 8:00 p.m.

KC WEBSITE

visit our website
www.kofccouncil945.org

Mark Your
CALENDAR

IMay 6- Officers’ Meeting

and Gambling Meeting

KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.

May 11 - Building Meeting

KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.

May 13 - General Meeting

Program - 7:30 p.m.

Meeting - 8:00 p.m.

May 20 - Altar Attendants’ Party
South Park Lanes - 4:30 - 6:30 p.m
May 28 - Fourth Degree Meeting
Social - 6:30 p.m.

Meal - 7:00 p.m.

May 29, 30 & 31 - Smokin’ In Steele
Steele County Fairgrounds

MMay 31 - Benefit Pancake Breakfast
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Steele County Fairgrounds -

Beer Garden

May 31 - KC Family Corporate
Communion - 9:00 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church

LJune 13 - Awards Banquet

& Installation

Mass - 4:00 p.m. -

St. Joseph Church

Installation following

Mass at Church

Social - KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.
Dinner & Awards - 7:30 p.m.

Benefit Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, May 31
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

at Steele County Fairgrounds
in the Beer Garden

Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage,
milk, and coffee

35.00 at the door
Children eat free under age 6
Everyone welcome.

OFFICER INSTALLATION
& AWARDS BANQUET
Saturday, June 13
Mass - St. Joseph Church - 4:00 p.m.
Installation - following Mass
at St. Joseph Church
Social - KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.
Dinner & Awards - 7:30 p.m.

WILLIAM WARNER SCHOLARSHIP
AVAILABLE
Application forms are now available at all
Steele County High School Career Centers.
Applications must be submitted by May 31 to:
Knights of Columbus, P.O. Box 945,
Owatonna, MN 55060.

Smokin’ in Steele
Blues Music, BBQ,
Pancake Breakfast, Garden Tractor
Pull, and more.

May 29, 30, and 31
Steele County Fairgrounds

See insert inside Key for details and
times of events.
We need your help, call
Walt Spindler at 451-7613
LaVerne Klecker at 451-4102
Joe Elbert at (507) 279-4015

ALTAR ATTENDANTS’ PARTY

Wednesday, May 20, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
South Park Lanes
Bowling, Food, Pop, & Fun

SPRING BURGER BASKETS
Friday, May 1, May 8, and May 15
Serving Burger Baskets in the Lounge
6:30-7:30p.m.

Baskets include burger, coleslaw,
fries or onion rings
$5.75 plus tax.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

The Fourth Degree Honor Guard and the KC
Chorus will participate in the Memorial Day
Parade on Monday, May 25 at 9:30 a.m. The KC
Chorus will sing at the ceremony at the Four
Seasons Centre following the parade. We will
meet in the St. Joseph’s Church parking lot prior
to the parade.

I-35 CLEAN-UP
We need your help - [-35 clean-up project
Thursday, April 30, 2009, 5:00 pm.
Call Jim Gleason at 451-8473 to sign up.
Meet in the parking lot at
151 Park Drive (First Supply).
Refreshments at the Hall, after the clean-up.

KC STATE CONVENTION
May 15,16, & 17,2009
Holiday Inn
St. Cloud, Minnesota




Why Go To Church?

Grand Knight’s Message by Joe Elbert

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and
complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday.

“I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have
heard something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can’t
remember a single one of them. So, I think I’m wasting my time and
the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”

This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column,
much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone
wrote this clincher

“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked
some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire
menu for a single one of those meals.

But I do know this.. They all nourished me and gave me the strength
I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, |
would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to
church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!”

When you are DOWN to nothing.... God is UP to something! Faith
sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the
impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual
nourishment!

“When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, “Jesus, could
you get that for me?” LOVE THAT!

Greetings Brother Knights,

Spring activities have started, farmers are busy with crop planting,
along with homeowners cleaning, planting, and outside work. It is a
time to look around and observe mother nature bringing things back
to life. So if time allows just spend some time outside and enjoy
nature and all it has to offer.

April has had a lot of activity and has required a lot of time from a
large portion of our members. If you were unable to be involved with
the April activities, check the calendar on the cover of the Key and
give me a call at (507) 279-4015 and we will get you a project.

Vivat Jesus

Member Ship by LaVerne Klecker

Aid & Assistance by Greg Nelson

We appreciate all the efforts which have been made toward our
successful membership year. We are planning a summer
exemplification to accomodate the schedules of college students
home for the summer. If your son will be home for the summer, please
invite him to join the Knights of Columbus.

Also, we are interested in asking former members to rejoin our
Council. This process is very easy to complete. If you have a relative
or friend who is a former member, show him your copy of The Key
and explain all that is happening in your Council.

Please call me anytime to discuss either of these items at 451-4102.

" Please remember in your prayers and thoughts all of our sick
or injured members of the Knights of Columbus and their
families. Let’s also offer up prayers for all deceased
members and their families.

The KCs’ prayers and good wishes go out to:
Brother Knight Tom Klecker is struggling with serious health issues.
Sylvia Prokopec, wife of Brother Knight Jack Prokopec, is dealing a
very serious health issue.
Past State Deputy and Former Master of the Fourth Degree, John
Bachand, has been hospitalized with a heart problem. Also, his wife,
Shirley, is dealing with serious health issues.
Mary Meixner, daughter of deceased Brother Knight Vernon Meixner,
is dealing with a very serious health issue.

Let us be united in prayer for those facing ongoing challenges...

Mary Meixner, Jan Bates, Jack Dillemuth, Lois Doyle,

Mary Floersch, Gene Gallea, Marge Gruzebeck,

Rose Hoffman, Evlis Kelzenberg, Renee Kern, Thomas Klecker,
Marlys Knight, Mary Ann Lammers, Bev Macht, Lillian Mamer,
Bob McDermott, Suzanne Miedema, Father Ed Mountain,
Dorothy Mulert, Terry Nelson, Terry O Brien, Karen Pirkl,
Sharon Rohwer, John Schmidt, Mary Ann Schwab,

Howard Snyder, Jeanne Snyder, Becky Walsh, Jerry Weber,
Rownell Weber, Phyllis Wheeler, Irene Wierzbinski,

and Jim Wierzbinski.

INMEMORY
Please remember in your prayers the following individuals and
their families:
Brother Knight Vernon Meixner passed away on March 22.
Helen Hafstad, wife of Brother Knight Al Hafstad, passed away on
March 25.
Cordula Bahe, mother of Brother Knight Conrad Bahe, passed away
onApril 7.
Ken Lorenz, step father-in-law of Brother Knight Paul Schneider,
passed away on April 13.

If anyone knows of a Brother Knight who is sick or injured, please
call Greg Nelson at 455-3976.

Do You Have a Plan For Your
Family’s Protection?

Even if you know that you need additional family protection, there
is no simple answer to the question of how much is enough. Most
people obtain family protection to replace income that would be lost
with the death of the breadwinner. It would provide funds to help
replace the deceased’s paycheck and may also provide income for
long-term needs, such as retirement, college costs, or estate taxes.

Family protection also provides money for immediate needs, such
as expenses for final illness or burial. And some people use family
protection for readjustment money-temporary funds for family
members who will need time to make important decisions about
moving or looking for a job.

Some experts say that family protection should equal five times
your total annual take home pay. Some say eight times and others
say ten times. However, no two families are alike and these rules
might not apply. The Knights of Columbus provides its Field
Agents professional financial planning software that will assist
them in planning your future financial security, prioritize your needs
and provide a plan that will meet your financial goals.

Knights of Columbus Insurance

Aaron Jelinek, General Agent

952-513-8784

Visit The Order’s Web Site At: http://www.kofc.org

OAK Hours Needed!

This is a request to all members who worked on Council projects this
year in which project sheets were not available. We need your hours
for the Owatonna Active Knight (OAK) award program. If you have
worked on such projects, please contact Bill Lawrence at

(507) 451-2075 by May 15 with your hours so you can receive proper
recognition for your work.







2008-09 CounciL OFFICERS

Kufaht of the Mot

Chaplain: ......cccco..... Rev. Ed McGrath
GRAND KNIGHT: ............. Joe Elbert - 455-1428
Deputy Grand Knight: ... Bill Lawrence
Chancellor: ......ccoeeiinnnee. ... Steve Dornquast
Warden: ... Tom Gebur
Advocate: ....... .. Ben Schneider

Inside Guard: ...... . Pete Schneider
Outside Guard: ........cccoevveereveccninenenenee Tom Burke
Financial Secretary .... John Ahlberg
Treasurer: ................ ... Tom Eichten
Recorder: ........ .... Scot Berkley
Trustee (3 year): PGK LaVerne Klecker
Trustee (2 year): ...coceeevereeenne PGK Brian Fisher

Trustee (1 year): ...cccovvevennenns PGK Al Nelson
DIRECTORS AND CHAIRMEN
Program Director: ......ccoceeeevvuenenee. Bill Lawrence

Adv/Publicity Director:
Church Director: ........ .
Community Director: ........cccceeveennnee Jim Gleason

Council 945°s Knight of the Month for March is

Gerry Barry. The announcement was made at the regular
April Council meeting by Grand Knight Joe Elbert.

In making the announcement, Joe had this to say, “Our
Knight of the Month is a stalwart member of the Saturday
morning prep crew for the benefit breakfasts. He and his
fellow crew members have everything set for the cooking
and serving crew when they arrive early

Sunday morning.”

Gerry, a native of Marcus, lowa, joined the KCs on March 1,
1977. When asked about his favorite KC project, he was
quick to respond, working on the Saturday breakfast prep
crew. He added that he used to enjoy working in the old KC
diner at the fair and also was on a Sunday night bingo crew.

Council Activity Director: ...... PGK Kevin Raney
Family Director: .....cccoccoeovveoenniecnnieiecnenienens Open
Health Director: ......ccccececeeenueuenee Dr. Mark Nelson
Recruit Director: .... . PGK Mark Cunningham

Youth Director: ...ccoeeoevveerinieiccnenienne Will Pieper
Membership Director: ....... PGK LaVerne Klecker
Aid & AsSIStance: ......cooceceeeveeeeennnienene Greg Nelson
Lecturer: ...c.ccceceeeeee Mark Cunningham
HiStOrian: ..oooooeoivenieieesieeeeeeeee e Open
Retention Chairman: ......... PGK LaVerne Klecker
KC Chorus Director ......c.cccccceuvunee Stephen Nelson
Building Comm Chairman: ................... Tom Elbert
Gambling Manager: ................. PGK Tom Klecker
District Deputy: ..cccccoveererecrenennnne. PGK Tim Rice
KC Hall Manager: ......... PGK Mark Cunningham
Benefits AdvVisor: ... Aaron Jelinek

Gerry Barry

He attended Iowa State University in Ames lowa, where he
majored in agricultural engineering. Gerry worked for both
Owatonna Manufacturing and Owatonna Tool Company. He

retired from OTC after 16 years of service. He considers himself semi-retired and still
does some personal project work.

Gerry and his wife of 38 years, Mary, are members of St. Joseph’s Parish where they both
serve as Eucharistic Ministers to the homebound. The Barrys have three children:
Angela and Kim are both married and Tom is single. They have three grandchildren and
are expecting a fourth.

When asked about his leisure time, Gerry said he enjoys antique farm equipment and
also playing with the grandkids. He also has his pilot’s license, but doesn’t fly as much
as he might like. He did share one special memory, and that was his work he did with
Buzz Kaplan on some of the drawings for the recreation of the Sikorsky 38

amphibious airplane.

Congratulations to our March Knight of the Month, Gerry Barry.

Officer Installation &
Awards Banquet

On Saturday, June 13 the Officer Installation & Awards
Banquet will be held to recognize and honor Knights for their
years of membership, service to the community, and
contribution to the Council. In addition, new officers will be
installed for the 2009-2010 year. The evening will begin with a
4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Josephs Catholic Church where Council
945 Chaplain Father Ed McGrath will preside. The Officer
installation ceremony will take place in Church immediately
following Mass. The evening will then continue at the KC Hall
with a social hour, dinner, program and awards presentation.
Individual Membership Awards (25 Year, 50 Year and honorary
Members), OAK (Owatonna Active Knights) hours will be
recognized, as well as the Knight of the Year, Trustee Award,
and Past Grand Knight Awards will also be announced. Please
mark your calendar and join us for a wonderful evening.

Boy Scout Spaghetti Supper
a Success!

Our Spaghetti Supper to benefit the Cub Scouts and Boy
Scouts was held on Tuesday, March 31, and again was very
successful. My thanks to Dave Chatelaine from the Scouts for
his help, thanks to St. Mary’s for use of their facilities, and
thanks to another great crew of workers. Those include Steve
Fisher, Gary Fisher, Tom Standke, Joe Elbert, LaVerne Klecker,
Brian Fisher, Dave Wunderlich, Pat Sheehy, and Bill Lawrence.
A special thanks to Ron Wolf, Laverne Soukup, and Gerry
Gunderson for all their help.

Jim Gleason, Community Director

K of C Chorus Notes

The KC Chorus will sing at the Memorial Day ceremony in the
Four Seasons Centre after the parade, Monday morning,

May 25. Please plan to attend this very impressive ceremony
honoring our armed forces veterans. The Fourth Degree Honor
Guard will also particpate in the parade and will attend

the ceremony.

The Chorus received good news concerning our piano
accompanist opening. Mary Carlson, mother of Brother Knight
John Carlson, has volunteered to be the accompanist for the
Chorus at Corporate Communion Masses. Mary is a wonderful
pianist and organist who has worked with the Chorus frequently
in the past. We are very pleased that Mary will share her talent
with the Chorus. When you see them, be certain to thank Mary
and John for their extra dedication.

The next Corporate Communion Mass will be May 31, 9:00 a.m.
at Sacred Heart Church.

Paper Shredding Event
The Owatonna Rotary Club will again be holding a document and
paper-shredding project on Saturday May 16, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. in the northwest corner of Cashwise Foods parking lot.
Cashwise Foods is located at the corner of North Street and State
Avenue. Bring your old documents down to be shredded. A free will
offering will be taken with all proceeds going to benefit the Strive
program at the Owatonna High School. Elite Shredding of Owatonna
will be providing the shredding service. If you have old checks, tax
returns, receipts or other outdated paper—this is a great opportunity to
safely dispose of the paper and also benefit the Strive program at
Owatonna High School.
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KC Family Corporate Communion
Sunday, May 31
Sacred Heart Church -9:00 a.m.

Smokin’ In Steele
Steele County Fairgrounds
May 29, 30, & 31

/)

Sunday Monday Tuesday ‘Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
Spring Burger
Baskets
6:30 - 7:30 pm
KC Lounge
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Bldg Mtg - 7:00 pm Bar Bingo - 7:00 pm | Officers' Mtg Spring Burger
and Gambling Baskets
Mtg. - 7:30 pm 6:30 - 7:30 pm
KC Lounge
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Mothers Day Bar Bingo - 7:00 pm | General Meeting Spring Burger
Program - 7:30 pm Baskets
Meeting - 8:00 p 6:30 - 7:30 pm
KC Lounge
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Bar Bingo - 7:00 pm | Altar Attendants'
Party
South Park Lanes
4:30 - 6:30 pm
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Memorial Day Bar Bingo - 7:00 pm Fourth Degree Smokin' In Steele Smokin' In Steele
Meeting Steele County Steele County
Memorial Day Social - 6:30 pm Fairgrounds Fairgrounds
Parade Meal - 7:00 pm
St. Joseph Church Meeting - 7:30 pm
9:30 am
31
KC Family
Corporate
Communion
Sacred Heart
Church - 9:00 am
Smokin' In Steele
Benefit Pancake
Breakfast
Steele County
Fairgrounds
Beergarden
8:00 am- 12:00 pm




